How Africans became African Americans………………..by Walker
In Africa, blacks lived in peace and sometimes there was conflict.  Some African tribes practiced slavery throughout history.  The daily life of Africans consisted of growing crops for eating and trade.  Some groups built small cities, other groups were expert hunters.  For entertainment they had music, dance and family.  Some of the foods they ate were yams, manioc and various animals and fish.  All life in Africa changed with the arrival of the Europeans.
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The Portuguese were the first to arrive.  They traded with the Africans and developed business relationships.  They traded beads, gold, tools and slaves.  Other countries came too.  Spain, England, Holland and France also came to Africa for trade.  All of these countries brought black slaves to the New World.  Different African tribes were captured by Africans and sold to the Europeans.  Many different cultures were brought to the New World.  These Africans were then shipped to the New World
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Ten Million Africans came to the New World.  Most Africans did not come to North America, only Four Hundred Thousand.  Most Africans went to Latin America and the Caribbean.  In the New World the slaves worked.  The black cultures were changed and mixed with the European culture. The Dutch West India Company had slaves in modern day New York City  The slaves worked half of the day and worked for themselves the rest of the day.  Sometimes they bought their freedom with the earnings. Right after the Civil War was done, the 13th Amendment made blacks in America free.
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THE END
